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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, MX 

SUBJECT: NARCOTICS - CUSTOMS AIR PATROL OVER MEXICO 

1 . IN PAST SEVERAL WEEKS THERE HAVE BEEN TWO CASES IN 
WHICH THE U.S. CUSTOMS AIR PATROL, AFTER COORDINATING 
WITH MEXICAN CUSTOMS COUNTERPARTS, TELEPHONED LOCAL DEA 
OFFICES IN MEXICO TO OBTAIN CLEARANCE TO SURVEIL SUSPECT 
AIRCRAFT ENTERING INTO OR RETURNING TO MEXICAN AIRSPACE. 

IN BOTH CASES THE EMBASSY LEARNED OF THE CUSTOMS OVER- 
FLIGHT TOO LATE TO COORDINATE EFFECTIVELY WITH THE ATTOR 
NEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, RISKING THE POSSIBILITY OF EMBARRASS- 
MENT TO THE USG AND GENERATING CONFUSION BY GETTING TWO 
MEXICAN AGENCIES, CUSTOMS AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL S 
OFFICE, INVOLVED. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR HAS APPROVED THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES 
FOR U.S. CUSTOMS AIR PATROL OPERATIONS WITHIN MEXICAN 
AIRSPACE: 

(A) CUSTOMS AIR PATROL AIRCRAFT MAY ENTER MEXICAN AIR- 
SPACE ONLY WHEN THEY ARE PURSUING AN AIRCRAFT WHICH WAS 
NORTHBOUND OUT OF MEXICO AND ATTEMPTS EVASIVE ACTION BY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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RETURNING TO MEXICO. 

(B) CUSTOMS AIR PATROL AIRCRAFT SHALL, PRIOR TO ENTERING 
MEXICAN AIRSPACE, PROVIDE TO THE EL PASO INTELLIGENCE 
CENTER (EPIC) THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: (1) TAIL NUMBER 
OF SUSPECT AIRCRAFT; (2) POSITION, COURSE AND SPEED OF 
SUSPECT AIRCRAFT; (3) USE OF TRANSPONDER OR OTHER TRACK- 
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ING DEVICE; (4) TYPE AND TAIL NUMBER OF CUSTOMS AIRCRAFT 
INVOLVED IN SURVEILLANCE; AND (5) RADIO FREQUENCY ON 
WHICH CUSTOMS AIRCRAFT CAN BE CONTACTED. ONCE THE CUSTOMS 
AIRCRAFT HAS PROVIDED THIS INFORMATION TO EPIC IT CAN 
ASSUME OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCE UNLESS NOTIFIED TO THE 
CONTRARY. IT WILL BE EPIC’S RESPONSIBILITY TO NOTIFY THE 
EMBASSY, WHICH WILL PROMPTLY INFORM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S 
OFFICE TO OBTAIN MEXICAN GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE. 

(C) CUSTOMS AIRCRAFT SHOULD NOT LAND IN MEXICO, FORCE ANY 
SUSPECT AIRCRAFT TO LAND, OR ENGAGE IN ANY ACTIVITY OTHER 
THAN SURVEILLANCE. THIS RESTRICTION WAS SPECIFICALLY RE- 
QUESTED BY ATTORNEY GENERAL FLORES. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT CUSTOMS HEADQUARTERS DISSEMI- 
NATE THESE GUIDELINES TO ALL AIR PATROL ELEMENTS, EM- 
PHASIZING THAT THE ONLY CLEARANCE POINTS FOR AIR PATROL 
OVERFLIGHTS OF MEXICO IS THE EL PASO INTELLIGENCE CENTER. 
LUCEY 
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